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career, or because the right emphasis is not laid
in the right places by those from whom they
have drawn their information. Further, the con-
ventional portrait, which I have just sketched,
implies a misunderstanding of the spirit abroad
at the time of the English Reformation.
The whole point of the true story is twofold:
i. The great Martyr whom we venerate had all
the intellectual and moral difficulties which
attach to genius of his kind. 2. He acted alone.
He was unsupported.
As to the first point: He had the temptations
which beset the intellectual man, the sensitive
scholar, the successful worldly figure. To these
temptations he was in danger of yielding, and
had -partly yielded. He triumphed over them,
and that in a fashion quite peculiar to himself.
That is why he is so glorious, and that is why
he is so great an example. Sir Thomas More
was not simply a Catholic withstanding a move-
ment towards Protestantism. Had he been that
he would have been like almost any other
Englishman of his time. He was not simply a
man determined on defending Catholic doctrine
and boldly proclaiming it at all risks because
it was his nature thus to challenge and to combat*
Had he been of such a sort his victory over himself
would have been far less than it was.